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Ni c ar ag u an  Red  Cr o s s  

i s  p r ep ar i n g   

c o m m u n i t i es  t o   

c o n f r o n t  c h al l en g es   

p o s ed  b y  c l i m at e 

c h an g e r el at ed   

d i s as t er   
 
With technical and financial support of the 
Netherlands Red Cross, the Nicaraguan 
Red Cross continues to prepare 
communities on the Atlantic Coast of 
Nicaragua to face up to  threats posed by 
the yearly hurricane season that is 
accompanied by tropical storms and floods, 
aware as it is that preparation and 
preventive measures in relation to possible 
disasters may save lives. 
 
In January 2005, the Red Cross started 
implementing the second phase of a 
Climate Change project in the Auyha 
Pinhni, Sisín and Tuapí communities and in 
the urban areas of Nueva Jerusalén, San 
Judas, Filemón Rivera and Los Ángeles 
while at the same time consolidating 
activities realised in Betania and 
Wawaboon during the first phase of the 
project.  
 
Education to change 
One of the main components of the project 
is to try and achieve a change in behaviour 
regarding disasters. A good way to do this 
is through dissemination: not only by 
providing information about the effects of 
disasters on the population, the 
environment, water sources and 
agriculture, but also about the preventive 
measures that can be taken. 
The information was disseminated through 
informal talks, conferences, forums, panels 
and educational campaigns at different  

 
levels: school, community, municipal and 
national levels by establishing strategic 
alliances with the different actors involved. 
 
The impact of hydro-metereological events 
as well as the vulnerability of communities  
 
on the Atlantic Coast has become 
increasingly apparent. Therefore, it is of the 
utmost importance to insist on risk 
reduction and preparation of the 
communities in order to mitigate the effects 
of these challenges. 
Training in risk management and 
preparative activities are the first steps to 
be taken in the implementation of a project 
like this, seeking the following results: 
 

·  The organisation of communities in 
disaster preparedness. 

·  The ratification of contingency 
plans.  

·  The setting-up and training of 
brigades.  

·  The implementation of community 
micro-projects aimed at mitigating 
the effects of disasters.  

 

Awareness raising campaign on climate 
change in relation to floods. 
 
This process has been concluded 
successfully in the communities of San 
Judas, Nueva Jerusalén, Auhya Pihni and 
Wawaboom and is being implemented in 
the other communities selected for this 
project. 
To reduce the vulnerability of the 
communities mentioned, the following 
micro-projects were realised: 
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·  A basic construction to safely store 

and use the radio communication 
equipment and to realise meetings 
of the Community Committee for 
Disaster Preparation, Mitigation and 
Attention (COCOPRED) in Auhya 
Pihni. 

·  The construction of a dock for 
pedestrians in a regularly flooded 
area of the San Judas 
neighbourhood. 

·  The purchase of a suction pump to 
clean potable water wells in the 
Nueva Jerusalén neighbourhood. 

·  Support in the maintenance of the 
Refuge Centre in Betania that has 
lodged inhabitants of Wawaboom 
during the emergency caused by 
hurricane Beta. 

 
Hurricane Beta 
The passage of hurricane Beta taught 
some lessons to the inhabitants of Puerto 
Cabezas, especially the members of the 
Municipal Committee for Disaster 
Preparation, Mitigation and Attention, who 
highly valued the training realised. 
However, experience shows that the 
process has to be a continuous one, 
coordinated with decision makers at a 
national and regional level in order for the 
response to be more effective. The project 
tries to promote the sustainability of its 
actions by training and preparing members 
of COMUPRED, providing them with 
planning instruments and response 
procedures as well as know-how on 
emergency management. This goes 
beyond workshops as it requires authorities 
to be adequately informed of the subject.  
Thus they can place this subject on their 
agenda of planning activities with municipal 
representatives. 
The Nicaraguan Red Cross maintains its 
guiding role in disaster preparation and 
response in communities through its 
volunteers and technical project team.  
 
On 8 March 2006 the National Risk 
Management Plan was launched in 
Nicaragua in which the Red Cross was 

assigned an important role. This will help 
strengthen the role of the Nicaraguan Red 
Cross and the activities realised over the 
past three years in the Northern Caribbean 
Region of Nicaragua. 
 
Strategic Alliances 
An alliance has been established with the 
Office of United States Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (OFDA), which funds activities 
developed by the Nicaraguan Red Cross 
regarding the promotion of risk reduction at 
a local level. 
 
For further information, please contact 
Esther barend at  
ebarend@cruzrojaholandesa.org 
 


