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Pr ep ar i n g  f o r  c l i m at e  

c h an g e i n  L at i n   

Am er i c a an d  t h e  

Car i b b ean  
 
Strengthening the resilience of people most 
vulnerable to the risks of climate change: 
that is what the Red Cross aims to do 
through the programme funded by the 
Dutch National Lottery in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. While in Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Colombia the 
Red Cross will take the lead, Free Voice 
will take the initiative in the Dominican 
Republic and Ha�ti. The project started 
earlier this year and is a joint effort with 
Free Voice – a Dutch non-governmental 
media organisation that strives for 
independent, multiform media and for 
balanced and reliable journalistic press 
freedom in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the 
Middle East and Eastern Europe 
(www.freevoice.nl). 
 
Media indeed play a vital role in the project, 
as one of its main objectives is to raise 
awareness and disseminate information on 
the risks of climate change through local 
radio stations. Other aims are 
 

- to implement small scale activities 
that strenghten people’s ability to 
deal with the negative effects of 
climate change and extreme 
weather events; 

- to set up alliances with government 
institutions, universities, scientists 
and other stakeholders as to 
effectively work together in raising 
awareness, reducing risks and 
preparing communities for possible 
disasters; 

- to develop disaster plans; 
- to improve the intercommunication 

between radio stations in the 
Dominican Republic and Haiti. 

 

The project is situated in a part of the world 
extremely vulnerable to the risks of climate 
change. Hurricanes, floods and droughts  
 
already hit the region regularly, severly 
affecting its inhabitants of which more than  
half live in poverty. Massive deforestation 
has made people even more vulnerable to 
natural disasters, and climate change is 
expected to deteriorate the situation 
additionally, through the occurrence of 
more extreme weather events and a sea 
level rise. 
 
So far, the climate change project has 
entailed preparations mostly: qualified staff 
has been hired and the project has been 
presented to stakeholders such as 
ministries of environment and education, 
meteorological offices, universities and of 
course selected communities themselves. 
In Costa Rica and Nicaragua, Red Cross 
personnel and volunteers have been 
trained in setting up and executing 
vulnerability and capacity assessments, for 
gathering information on communities’ 
vulnerability to the hazards that are present 
ánd their current capacity to cope with 
them. In Guatemala and Colombia similar 
trainings will be held soon. In all six 
countries alliances are being established 
with for instance non-governmental 
organisations, radio stations and 
government institutions. 
 
 

Volunteers preparing for the VCA in Costa 
Rica. 
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Free Voice takes the lead in this in Ha�ti 
and the Dominican Republic; the Red 
Cross takes the lead in the four remaining 
countries. In the future, this newsletter will 
inform you in more detail on the activities in 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and 
Colombia.  
 

Volunteers visit villagers to ask them 
questions about their situation in Costa 
Rica. 
 
 
For any further inquiries please contact 
Esther Barend at 
ebarend@cruzrojaholandesa.org. 
 
 
 


